
Basic Tools for Electronics Work 
 

 
Wire Cutters - Also called 'side cutters' these are used for cutting component 
leads close to the circuit board after soldering.  
 
Wire Strippers - These are used to strip the insulation off wires you connect to 
your circuit.  
 
Pliers - Used for bending wires on components to fit into circuit board.  
 
Screwdrivers - Needed for some kits, not for others.  
 
Soldering iron stand - Stops you burning yourself, the lead or the table when the 
iron is not in use! Also has a sponge to clean the iron.  
 
Desoldering tool - Useful when you need to remove a solder joint for whatever 
reason. They work by sucking the molten solder into the pump, away from the 
joint.  
 
Wooden board - If you don't have a workbench, use an old piece of shelving or 
similar to protect your table. If you don't have a board, buy a piece of chipboard  
 
Test equipment - The only item of test equipment that's worth considering at 
this stage is a Multimeter.  
 
Pearl Catcher - Useful for the retrieving those screws that inevitably fall into the 
most inaccessible corner of a project. 
 
Heat Shunt - an inexpensive item for soldering heat sensitive devices. Clipped 
onto the component lead between the joint and the component it will soak up the 
heat to save you melting your components.  
 
Breadboard - If you want to test a circuit without soldering it together 
permanently then these are useful. Just push the wires into holes joined by metal 
strips to build the circuit. If the circuit doesn't work, you can easily make 
changes. Different sizes are available. 
 
Power Supply - Also very useful for powering circuits that you are testing. One 
with a variable voltage up to at least 12V is best. The current rating doesn't need 
to be that high, 1A maximum is fine for most jobs. If you can afford it then one 
with an adjustable current limit is useful - set right it can prevent damage to an 
incorrect circuit, rather than frying it instantly! 



 


